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TO WITTIE 
Poets, or Poeticall Wittes. 


ie, that runnes in this ſublunarie 
Axe, and takes but. Mature for its O- 
PB riginall, makes Reaſon and Iudgemens 
©, a payre of falſe ſpectacles, where- 
@ through to take an imperſect ſuruey 
\ W ofthings abeue earth; and ſo leaping 
2 > oucr the Light of dinine direit ion, falls 
hudwinckt into the pitfall of its owne Folly: For a Wit 
vnſanctified, is the Diuels 4waile,whereon he forges the 
engines of ſelfe-raine. This is the reaſon, that ſo many 
wit-worne 1deots, after they haue deſcended frothe high 
ſtand of Contemplation, to BS into themſclues,are for- 
ced(the day after the Fayre) to howle out this old Ballad 
made in Hell, 


Ingenio per j. qui miſer ipſe mes: 
Nit whither wilt chow ? woe is mne; 
Th haſt brought me to this miſery. 


Vnder the wings ofa Wit natural, arc hatcht theſe three 
vsloctie Birds: Impudentt, Selfe-conceit, Emmlation. Impu- 
dence turnes the Key of Comtempr,and lets in hard Opinion 
to paſſe in /]wdgememt againſt the General,, ſtill bearing o t 
her one Ptſeaſe with a ſtolne face: her forme is reflected 
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To Vittie Poets, 


from the glaſſe of Flatery, wherein ſhe ſhewes ſayre, o- 

thers ſoule ; and doting on Figeres fallcly preſentec, 
ſcornefully kicks downe peifect Auowleage to the loweſt 
Region of Diſgrace. | 

elfe. conceu; ſhe prodigiouſly ſtudies to put out the 

 Lizht of wit. by ſeeming to k ſoꝭ beyond the reach of 
Reaſos, as if he had miraculouſly diſcouered ſome ſtand 
from off the earth, aboue the fight of Hwmanitie, fron) 
whence over looking al, makes it her owne glorie, hyper- 
critically to teptoue others. | 

Emulation; ſhe was nur'ſt by a ſhee-Toad ; ſhee neuer 
lins ſwelling, till ſhe burſt her ſelſe, and poyſons others: 
She ſpeakes none ſaire, but a Barber; & him for feare too; 
leſt he ſhould ſhew her the tricke of a Cut- throat: She 
will be nene, where (hc may nor be beſt:Shee's euer ſtrug- 
ling to clamber vp to the narrow top of abſolute — 
ion, and there to ſit alone, whilſt the deſertfull Hopes of 
true Diſcretion, willingly giue vp their Care. & ſilently con- 
tent to ſtay b lem. or come behind, Theſe prenominated, 
are the three bold Bayards, that iuſtle and ſhoulder for a 
ſitting place in this Worlds wide Court of Regpeſts,when 
Vertue and Karwledze know it better manners to ſtand 
and wait, * | ; 

The beſtiall gutlings of this fulſom. feeding age, fell 
vpon a pecce of piping- hot Poetrie, ac on a Chriſtmas Pre, 
they dabble their durty fingers in't; ſtuffe vp their ſto- 
macks ; belch out a fowre Cenſure, and then regardleſly 
thruſt it to the lower end v'ch table: fo that, notwith- 
ſtznding ſhe comeclad in the richeſt habit of Skid, and 
pranked out in the liuelieſt colours of Conceitzy et before 
Cenſures blinking eye, ſhe 2ppeares but an ill- ſauoured 
Dowdie. , | 
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Poetrie affoords better meaſure of Charity, than Poperie: 
For, to lend the world a furniſh of thitte, thee layes her 
owne to pawne; And for her Humilitie, that's ouerrunning 
fuli ;for ſhee will kiſſe the ſhadow of a gowrie-roes ſha- 
dow,and lie crowching at the foot of an Epiftle,towatch 
the fall of ſome Great-mans gracefu'llooke; and at laſt, for 
her labour, perhaps, be popt ith mouth with a Charles 
Almes,that's Nothing. Poetrie and Beggerie are twin-borne 


brats: they haue one fate ftom Birth: one fall to Deaihzand 


both wnfortunate. - | 

Of all other creatures your Poet 'iues molt in, and moſt 
out ofdanger; and that intwo reſpects: He lives moſt in 
danger, to pcriſh for want of Cempetencie; and contrari- 
wiſc,heliues moſt out of danger, for euer being rifled z 
becauſe he neuer carrics any thing about him, worth 
playing the theefe for: To be a Poet, and haue meanes to 
bee ſo,is not to be at all: for hee muſt put off humſeiſe, and 


compoſe his Parts after the vatyar forme z be new, with 


mens new affections : he muſt not run a counter-courſe, 
out fromthe ſent of thoſe Humeurs, the preſent times 
approue : Aboue all, he muſt deifie Pride; ſhe muſt haue 
tapers of ſupple ſasthing s, ſet vp before her illuſtrious ent- 
ſide; no matter, if the Saale within, ſit poorely without 
Liebt. The true Degree, and iuſt Height of her ſwolne Sub- 
limitie, muſt not bee taken right as it i, but as it ſcemes to 
be: after this, Imagination ſteps out, and (as Iſis A ſſe was) 
guls her with this beleeſe; That thoſe Honours are beſtou- 
ed on her, when indeed tliey are otherwiſe offered vp to 
the painted Idoll ſhe carries, 

O Spirit of Diſtraction! That ſacred Zearning.the hap- 
pie Birth of Heauen ; who ha's Reward and Riches dwel- 
ling within her ſelfe ; ſhould be forc't by the furious Ty- 
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rant Want, ſa to proſtrate her vnblemiſht Badie, as to 
commit tolly with Berth, and beſoile her State of Cleer- 
+ neſſe,for ſo groſſe a benefit as Breath > 
Wit may not vnaptly be termed, the worlds goggle-eyde 
Zane; which illightning all, darkens its owne: and 
to feed others, deuours it ſelſe: Wis and Heweſty can- 
not abide each others Company; for Meceſſitie is the go- 
betweene,to ſet em at odds. Wit is a skilfull midwife; it 
can deliuer its owwer of a bigge-· bellied Purſe, and bring 
the ſame man to bed of a foule ſhirt, There's an Engliſſi 
Dcouerbe, that Mit runs a wooll. gathering: and good rea. 
ſon two: for its commonly thred-bare. A Poet & his Nit, 
muſt be like Adews & his Ape; they muſt trudge toge- 
ther from place to place, to ſhew tricks for aliuing:and 
that too, (like a Witches) euet bare and baſe: Is not that 
it ſupetlatiuely ſottiſn ? which disburſes large ſums 
of — and takes vpon truſt ineſtimable treaſures of 
| Time, for Doomes. day repayment, onely to purchaſe a 
puffe of praiſe:and yet at laſt, leaues to his Heyre nothing, 
| but the Fee-ſimple of Pouertief That Life therefore is but 
Death aboue ground,which propounds Griefe its Garme ; 
and affliction its end and period. 
f But here I meete with an Exit : the Prologur's ended, 
and I muſt off: Now Reader, (for I will not call tliee ge- 
tle, till I know whether thou wilt bite or no) behold a driz 
| and withered ſhadow, which once was Greene, appeare in 
his natiue colour:new dipt, and a freſh gloſſe ſet on hin: 
ready to enter vpon the Stage of criall, to anſwer vpoiis 
Cu, and ſpeake his owne part. 
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Aan land bound with the Ocean, there 
was ſometime a City ſitnated made tich 
? by @erchandize, and populous bp long 
f pace; the name is not mentioned in ite 
> Antiquarp, oz elſe woꝛzne out by times 
Antiqnitp, what it was it greatlp gkils 
75 ID not: but therein thus it happened. An 
2 old new made Gentleman berein 
dwelt or no ſmalcredit,crceeding wealthy, and of a large cons 
ſcience: hee had gathered from many te beſfow bpon one, foz 
t:ongh be had two ſonaes.he eFermed but one,tbat being as 
himſelfe, bought bp to bee Golds bondman, was therefoze 
held Heire apparent of his ill-gathcred ads. 

The other was a Scholler, and mat tied to a pꝛoper Gen» 
tlewoman, and therefoze leaſt regarded: foz it is an old ſapd 
Saw; To Learning e Law, theres no greater foe, than they 
that nothing know. Pet was not the Father altogether vnlets 
tered, fo2 he had good experiente in a N. verint, and by tbe v« 
niverſall termes therein contained, had dziuen many Gentles 
men to ſ&ke vnknown countries: wiſe he was, foz he bare 
office in his Pariſh, and ſate as fozmalip in his foxr-furde 
Gowne, as if he had bene a derp vpright dealing Lurges, he 
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was religious too, neuer without a bok af his belt, and a bolt 
in his mouth, ready to ſhoote thꝛeugh his ſinfull neighbout. 

And Latine he had ſomewhere learned, which though it 
were bat little, pet was it pzofitable, foz he had this Philo- 
ſophy wzitten in a Ring » Tw116s cara, Which pꝛecept he curi⸗ 
ouſly obſetued, being in ſclife-loue ſa relig:ows,as he held it no 
point of Charity to part with any thing, of which her lining 
might make ble. 

But as all mo2tall things are momentorp, and no certainty 
can bee found in this vncertaine wozld,ſo Gorinius ( foz that 
ſhal be this Aſurers name) at᷑tet many a gouty pang that had 
pincht his exterioꝛ parts, manp a curſe of the people that 
mounted ints Meauens pzeſence, was at laſt with his laſt 
Summons, by a deadly diſeaſe arreſted where · againſt, when 
he had long contended, and was by Pbyſitions giuen oner.ye 
cald his two Sonnes befoze him; and willing to perfozme the 
old Þ2ouerbe, 2aa/c; vice,finrs ita, he thus pzepared bimſelfe, 
and admoniſhed them. My Sonnes, ( foz ſo your mother ſatd 
pe wert) and ſo Jafſure my ſeife one of you ia, and of the o 
ther J will make no doubt, 

Pou ſes the time is come, which J thonght Would neuer 
haue app2aached,and we mult now be ſeparated, J feare ne- 
uer to met againe. This ürtsene pteres daily haue J lived 
bercd with difeaſe : and might I line Grtene mo2e, how euer 
miſerably, x ſhould thinke if happy. But death is relentleſe, 
and will not be intreated: witleſſe, and knowes not what 
good my gold wight doe him : ſenſeiele, and hath no 
pleaſure in the delig tlul places. I would offer bim. In bzicfc, 
I thinke ke bach with this fole ow eldeſt Son bane bzoughe 
vp in the Aniuerũty, and therefoze accounts. that in riches is 
no Uſertae. But pou my Bonne, (taping then his hand on the 
poungets head) hate thou another Spirit: oz without 
wealth, life is a Death : What is Geatrp if wealth bee wan⸗ 
ting, but baſe ſeraile beggery : Dome comfoꝛt pet ins vuto 
me, to ſee h1w many Gallaats, ſprang of noble parents, haut 
ttouich to Gor tu gaut light of his gold ; © Gald, delired 
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geld, admired gold! and haue loſt their patrimonics fo Gori- 
11s, becauſe thep haue not returned bp their dap that ado⸗ 
red creature? how many Scheller: haue wzitten rimes in 
Gorinius pꝛaple, andreceiu:d ( afterleng capping and tt ue; 
rence ) a xpennp reward. in ſigne of my ſaperficiall liberali⸗ 
ty. Bꝛiellp, my poung Lucanio, how ] haue beene reverenft 
thou ſet, when honeſter men, J tone ſſe. bane beene ſet farre 
off, foz to b rich, is to be any thing; wiſe, done, wo:thipfull, 
oz whatnot e Itell thee, my ſonne, when J came ſleſt to this 
Citp, my whole war dꝛope was onelp a ſute of white ſhee 
skins, my wealth an old Gzoat, mp woonning, the wi 
wo2ld, At this inſtant ( O griefe to part with it! ) Jhaue in 
re dy copne thꝛeſcoze thouſand pound;tn Plate and Jewels, 
xv. tb:uſand; in bends and ſpecialties as math; in land ing 
bundzed pound by peare : all which Lucario, J bequeath to 
tre, oneip 5 reſerue fo2 Roberto, thy well read bzother, an 
old Czcat (being tte Nocke J firff vegan with ) wherewith 
Au iſh bim to buy a groatiwo: th ot wit: ſoʒ he in my lite bath 
repꝛout d my mar ne r of ite and therefoze at my death ſhall 
not be contaminated with cozrnpt gaivr, Here by the wap 
Centicmen, muſt J digri ff: to ſheen tte reaſon of Gorinius 
pꝛeſent ſpeech : Roberto being come from t e 1cdemy to bis 
ſit his father, there was a great feaſt pzovided, where fo3 tas 
ble talke, Roberto knov ing bis father, and moſſ of the com- 
pany to be execrable vſnrers,inneighed mightily againſt that 
abhozred dite. infomuch that he vrged teares from dtners of 
their ties, and compurctionin ſcme of their hearts. Din⸗ 
ner being paſt, he comes to his father, requeſting him totake 
no cffence at bis liberall (perch, ſering what be had vttered 
was truth. Angry ſon ( ſaidhe) no by mp honeſtp ( and that 
is ſomewhat J may ſay toyen; ) but vſe it fill, and it thou 
canſt perſwadr any of my neigbbozs from lending vpon vſu · 
ry, 3 ſhould hane the moze cuſfemers: to which when Roberto 
would hane revlied, hee ſhut himlelfe into his adp, and fell 
to telling over bis mony, - 

This was Roberco's offence: now returne wee to ficke Go- 
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Y riaĩus who after he had thus bnequally diffributed his goods 

| and poſſeſſions, beganne to aske his ſonnes how thy li⸗ 

| ned his bequeſts, either ſeemed ayred, and Roberto bzged 
him with nothing moze than repentance ot his Enfulllffe : to 
thine owne ſaid hee, fond bop; and come mp Lucanio, let me 
giue thee god conn ſell befoze mp death: as ſo pou Sir, peur 
bokes are pour counſcliozs,and therefoze to them J bequeath 
vou. Ag foz Lucanio. my onelp comfozt, becauſe 1 hope thou 
wilt as thp Father be a gatherer, let me blefle the befoze I \ 
die.Paltiply in wealth my Son, by any meanes poſſiblp ih at 
thou maiſt, onelp die Alchpmie, fo2 therein are moze de⸗ 
ceits, than her beggerly Artifts h ue. wo2ds, and pet are the 
waetches, moꝛe talkatiue than women. But mp meaning is, 
thou ſhouldeſt not ſtand on conſcience in canſes of pzvfit, but 
hea pt freaſore vpon treaſure,foz the time of n&d: pet ſæme to 
be deuout, elſe ſhalc thou be held vile: frequent holp exerci⸗ 
ſes, graue companp, andaboue all, vſe the connerſation of 
young Gentlemen, who are ſo wedded to pꝛodigalitp, that 
once in a quarter neceſſity knocks at th*'ir chamber does: 
p2offer them kindne ſſe to relieue their wants, but be ſare of 
good aſſnrance, gine faire woꝛds till dates of papment come, 

- and thenvle mp conrle, [pare none: what though thep tell of 
conſcience, (as a number wil taike look but into the dealings 
of the woꝛld, and fban ſhalt ſe it but idle wozds.Þ aft thou not 
many perith in the ſtreets, and fall to theft foznad ; whom 
(mall ſuccour would relicue. then where is conſcience, end 
whp art thou bound to vſe it moze than other men? &ccit thou 
not dailp fozgeties, pcriaries, oppzeſſions, rachings of the 
paze,raifing of tents, inbaunſing ot dutics,cuen by them that 
ſhould be all conſcience ,tf thep meant as they ſpeake:but Lu- 
canio, if thou read well this £ ooke (and with that he rcacht 
him Machavels wazkes at large,) tou ſhait (ce what it is 
to bee ſo faole-holp, as to make ſccuple of conſcienct, where 
p25fit pzeſents it ſelfe. 

Belldes, thon haſt an inſtance. by thy thzed-bare b2oihor 
bere, whe willing to doe no wzong bath loft his Childs rig t: 
> { 03 
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koz — would wich any thing to him, that knowes not how 
to ve it. : f 

So much Lucanio fo2 conſcience : and pet 1 know not 
whats the reafon, but fomewhat ſtings me inwardly when 3 
fpcake of it. J Father,ſaid Roberto, it is the Wozme of Cen ; 
ſcience,that vzges pon at the laſt henre to remember peur lite, 
that eternal life map follow pour repentance. Out koole, 
(ſaid this miſerable Father ) I fetie it now, it u as ontip a 
flitch:J willfozward with mperhoztation to Lucanio. As J 
ſaid my donne, make ſpoile of ponng Gallants, by infinng- 
ting thy ſelfe amongſt them,and be not moued to thinke their 
Ancefozs were famous, but conſider thine were obſcure, and 
that thp Father was the firſt Centicman ef the name: Luca- 
nico, thou art yet a Fachelo3,and ſo kepe thee, till ihou me te 
with one that is thy cquall, J meane in wealth; regard not 
beauty, it is but a baite to entice thy neigbbours ere; and 
the moſt faire are commcnly molt fond: vſe not too 
many familiars, fo2 few pꝛoue friends, and as eaſtt it is to 
weigh the winde, as to dine into the thonghts of wozldip 
gloſers. I tell thee Lucanio, I haue ſerene foureſcoze TTlinters 
beſides the odde ſeuen, pet faw J nener him, that Jeſteemed 
as mp friend but gold, that deſired creature; utom JT hang 
deareip loved, and forndfo fimea friend, as nothing to me 
hauing it,bath ban wanting. No man but map thinke deare⸗ 
Ip ofa true friend, and ſo doe Jof it, laping it under (gre 
locks, and lodging mp heart therewith, 

But now (ab mp] ucamo, row null J lc aue it, and to the 
Iltaue it with this leflcn;icue none but thy ſeifc,if ;hou wilt 
hive eſteemed. Do trrning him to bis Uudp where his chtefe 
treaſute lap, hee loud crp:d out in the wiſe mans wezds, O 
cr qu amamora; © dat how bittet is tty mcemozy to bim 
trat bath all picaſuresin this liſel eſo with two oz bi lame 
table gioar es he left his uiſc: and to mace ſuot woꝛbhe, was ly 
Tucamo bis ſonne interred, as the cuſ ouc is with ſome lo- 
le mnitp. But leauing bim t at bath left thewozld, to him that 
unſureth of cucry wozldip m_ palle uc tobis . 
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ſee how his long laped bp ſfoze is by Lucanio lo okt into. The 
pouth was of con :ition ſimple, ſhamefaſt and flexible to any 
tounſeu, which Roberto perceiuing, and pondering how lit⸗ 
tle was left to him, grew into an inward contempt of his Fa. 
thers vnequall Legacp, and determinate reſolution to wozke 
Lucanio all poſſible iniurp: hereapon thus converting the 
ſwetneſſe of his ſtudy, to the harpe thirſt of renenge,he (as 
Cnuie is ſeldome idle) ſought ont fit companions to cffea his 
vbab2otherlp ceſolution. Nepther in ſuch a caſe is ill compa- 
ny farre to ſeeke; fo2 the ea hath ſcarce ſo many teopardies, 
as populous Cities haue deceining Sirens, whoſe tyres are 
Adamants, whoſe wozds are Elitchcrafts, whoſe do2es lead 
downe to death. With one of theſe female Serpents Roberto 
comſazts, and they conclade what couer they compaſſed, e⸗ 
q uallp to ſhare to their contents. This match made, Lucan o 
was bp his b2othec bzonght to the baſh, where he had ſcarce 
p2uned his wings, but he was faſf limed, and Roberto had 
what he expected. But that wee map keepe fozme, you ſhall 
heare how it foztuned. 

Lucanio being on a time verp penſine, his bzother bzake 
with him in theſe termes. J wonder Lucanio whp pon are 
ſo diſconſolate, that want not any thing in the wozld, that 
map wozke pour content. Jf wealth map delight a man, pou 
are with that ſofficiently farniſht:1fcredi! map pzocore © man 
any comfozt, your wozd Jknow well, is as well accepted as 
any mans obligation: in this City are faire buudincs 
and picaſant gardens, and cauſe_gf ſolace, of them J am 
aſſared pou have pour choice. Cohũder b:other, pon are 
poung,toen plod not altogether in meditating on our Fathers 
pꝛetepts: which bowlocuer they lauduted of p2ofit, were 
moſt vnſauorly to one of pour peares applied. Poa mull not 
thinke, but certaine Merchants of this City crpec pour coms 
panp, ſund2y Gentlemen deſire pour familiarity, and by con- 
ucrſſag with ſuch,you will be acconnted a Sentleman: others 
wiſe a peaſant, if you line thus obſcurely. Befides, which 
J had almoſt foꝛgot, and then had all the reſt bane nothing, 
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pon are a wan by nature furniſhed with all exquiſite p20p92- 
tion, woztbp the loue of any ccurtlie Lady, br ſhe neuer \n a- 
mo20us;you haue wealth tomaintaine her, of women not lit- 
tle longed foz: wozds fo come her yon ſhall not want, foꝛ my 
ſelfe will be pour Secretary. B2ieflp, why ſtand I to diſtin: 
g iſh ability in particulariiies, when in one woꝛd it map be 
ſaid ( which no man can gainſep) Lucanio lacketh nothing to 
delight a wite, noz any thing but a Wife to delight him? 
My poung maſter being thus clawde, and puft vp with his 
owne pꝛaiſe, made no longer delap, but having on his holyday 
boſe, he trickedhimſelfe vp, and like a fellow that meant ged 
ſoth, he clapped his bzother on the Chonlder, and ſaid. Faith 
bꝛothet Roberto, and pee ſap the we2zd, lets go ferke a rike, 
while it is bot, both of vs together, Ile pay well, and J Hare 
turne Fo looſe to ſap as well as any of them all : Well, Jle 


do mp bit, ſaid Roberto, and ſince pet᷑ ate (4 fozward,lets goe 
now and trie our good foztune, . 

Clith this, fo:ththep walke, and Roberto went directly 
tcwards the hovſe, where Lamilis ( foz ſo we tall the Cortes 
zan) kept her Yoſpitall, which was in the Suburbs of the 
Citp, pleaſantly ſeated, and made m lectable bya plea- 
ſant Carden, wherein it was ſttuate. Tb ſoner came they 
within kenne, but Piſtrefſe Lamiilia, like a canning Angler 
made readp her chavnge of baptes.that hee might effect Luca 
nios bane: and to begin, ſhe dilcaueted from her window her 
Lecauteous inticing face, aud taking a Lute in het hand, that 
we might the rather allure, ſhe lung this Sonnet with a deli⸗ 
c1ons voy ce, 
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pie, ſie on blind fancy, 
[t hinders youths toy : 
Fayre Virgins learne by me, 
To count our à toy. 
When Lone learned firſt the A B C. of delight, 
And kncw no figures, nor conceited Phraſe : 
He ſimply gaue to due deſert her right, 
He led not Lowers in darke winding wayes, 
He plainely wild to loue, or flatly anſwered ns ; 
But now who liſts to prone, (hall finde it nothing ſs. 
Fie, fie then on fancy, 
It hinders youths toy: 
Fayre Virgins learne by me, 
To count loue 4 toy. 
For ſince he learnd — the Ports pen. 
He learn'd liłewiſe bit ſmoothing words to faine, 
Witching chaſis cares with trothleſſe romenes of mes, 
Audwromged faith with falſhood and diſdaine. 
He giues a promiſe now, anon he ſweareth ws, 
N ho lifteth for to prone ſball finde his changing [4 ; 
Fie, fie then on fancie, 
It hinders youths toy, 
Faire Virgins learne by me, 
To count lone a toy, " 


While 
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While this painted Sepulchze was ſhadowing her tozrup⸗ 
ting guilt, H.<nalike, alluring to deffruction, Roberto and 
{ »car:10 byder the window kept even pace with euerp ſfoppe 
of her Inftrume»t,bot eſpecially, my poung Ruffler (that be- 
foꝛe time like a Bird in a Cage, had beene pꝛentiſe fe2 thzee 
lives, 02 ont and twenty peeres atleaſt, to extreme Auarice 
bis deceaſed Fatber}©D cwas a wozld to ſ&,how he ſometimes 
ſimperd it, ſtriving to ſet a countenance on his turn'd face, 
that it might ſame of wainſcot pzoofe, fo behold der face 
witheut bluſhing : anon, he would ſtroake his bow bent leg, 
as though hee went to eq; lones arrowes from his ſhins! 
then wipte bis chinne (oz his beard was not pet growne ) 
with a gold wzought hand-kercher , whence of purpoſe bee let 
fall a handfull of Angels. This golden ſhowge was no (ſooner 
rained, bat Lmilia traſt her ſong,and Rob rtoſ( aſſur ing hum 
ſcife the foole was cenght ) came to Lucanio, { that Nook 
now as one that had Card Meduſa in the face) and awaked him 
from his amazement With theſe wozdy. -YWhat in a traunce 
b;other : thence ſpꝛing theſe dumps : are pee amazed at this 
odlect? oz long pee to become lones ſubiett c Is therenot dif- 
ference betweene this deleaablelife, aud the impziſonment 
pon hane all pour life hitherto endured : If the fight and hea» 
ring of this harmonious beautp, wozke in pon titeus of woa · 
der, what will the poſſcfſ{on of ſo divine ane ſſente, wherein 
bcavty and art du ell in their pcrfeaeſt cxceilency e Bzother, 
fatd Lucanio, lets vie few woꝛds, and ſhe be no moe than & 
woman, J trofk poule helpe me to her: and it pou doe, well A 
lav ne mode, but J am pours till death vs depart,and what is 
mine ſhall bee pours, wozld without end, Amen, 

Rob: rio ſmuing at his ſimpleneſe heipt him to gather bp 
his dzopt gold, and without any moze circumſtance ledbim to 
Lune he uſe ,foz of ſuch plates it map be ſaid, as of hell; 


Net atque di. 1patet tr. anna D tir, 


| © thetic dozes arc ener open foentice pouth to deſtruction. 
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They were no ſaner eutred, but Lamiliz her ſelte like a ſecond 
Helen, tourt · like begins te ſalute Roberco, vet did hex wan · 
dꝛing eye glante often at Lucaoio : the eſtedt of ber enter · 
tainment conſiſted in theſe terme s, that to her imple honſe 
Seigntoz Roberto was welcome; and his bꝛotter the bet« 
ter welcome fo? his ſake : albeif his god repozt confirmed 
by his pꝛeſent demeano2, were of it ſelfe enough to give him 
deferued entertainment in anp place, how henourable ſg- 
tuet: mutuall thanks tet urned, tdep led this pꝛodigall Child 
into a parioz garniſhed with godly poꝛtraicures of amiable 
perſonages, neere which, an extellent conſszt of muſicke bes 
gan at their entrance to plap. Laus lia ſeeing Lu ano ſhame- 
falf, tooke him by the hand, and tenderly wzinging him, vſed. 
theſe woz2s.Belene me Gentleman, Jam very ſoꝛtythat our 
rude entertainement is ſuch,as no wap map woꝛke pour con» 
tent: foz this I hane noted ſince pour firſt entring, that your 
countenance bath been heanp, « the face being the glaſſe of the 
heart, aſſures me the ſame is not quiet: would ye wiſh any 
thing here that might content von ſap but the wo3d, g aſſure 
s of pꝛeſent delinerance to eff:a pour ſul delight.Lucanio, be» 
ing ſo far in loue, as he pet ſwaded zimicite wityouther grant 
de could not lius, had a good meaning to btter bis minde, but 
wanting fit woꝛds, de od like a trewant thatlackt a Pꝛomp⸗ 
ter, oz a Plaper,that being out ofhis part at his firſt entrance, 
isfaine to daue the bake to ſpeake what her Could perfozmc; 
Which Roberto perceiving, replied thus in his behalfe. Pas 
dam, The Sunncs b3ightneſſe da3'cth th: beholders eyes 1 
we Paielty of Gods, amazed humane men: Tully Pꝛince of 
O3atozs, once fainted, though his c1uſe was god, and he that 
tamed monſters, (ſtood amazed at beantics 0znaments : then 
blame not this poung man though he teplied not, foꝛ hee is 
blinded with the beauty of pour Sunne-darkening cyes, made 
mute with the celeſtia lil Oꝛgane of pon vopce, x feare of that 
rich ambuſh of amber-coloared darts, whole points ate le- 
ueld againſt his heart. Mel Seignioꝛ Roberto (aid ſhe,how es 
net you interpzet their arpe lenell, beſure they are not bent 
fn 
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ts doe him hurt, e but that modeffp blinds bs poxe nen 
frem bttering the {inward ſozrom of our: minds, per» 
chaunce the cauſe of griefe is ovrs, dow ener men doe 
colour, fo as JamaUirgin J pzoteft, (and „ 
ull che tainted her ches with a berwilliondinſh ) J nener 
ſaw Gentleman in my like, in my epe, ſo gracious as is Luca- 
nio; onely that is wy griefe, that cyther I am deſpiſed, foz 
that bee ſcoznes fo3 to ſpeake, oz elſe ( which is mp greater 


ſoz19w) J feare hee cannot ſpeake. Not ſpeake IND 


guoth Lucavio ? that were a ieſt indeed: yes, J 
A am ſound of winde and limbe, onely my heart is not as it 
was wont: bot and you be as good as pour wozd, that will 
ſoone be — — | 
ken of my e meaning, recelne t Diamond, 

old Father loacd vearelp,and with that dt Hueted her a = 
wherein was a pointed Diamond of wonderfull 
Which ſhe accepting with a low conge, returned him a ſilke 
-Riband fo2 a fausut, tied with a True-loners knot, whichhe 
faſtened vnder a kalte Jewell on his Beaver felt. 

After this Demed & Glau:i permyntatio, my young - 
fer wared cranke, and the mache continaing,. was. very 
toward in davncing, to ſhew dis cunning : andſodefiring . 
them toplap on a hozne pips, lapd on the panement luffiip 
with his lcadenhales,cozuettinglike a ſeed of Scignior Roc- 
coes teaching z and wanted notbing bat bels, to be a Yobby- 
hozſeina mozrice. Bet was he ſothed in his folly, and what 
tuet he did, Lamiliaconnted excellent : her pzaiſe made him 
pꝛoud, inſemucb, that if he had not beene intreated, her would 
rather hare dyed in his daunce, than left off, to ſhew his Pi- 
Ureſſe delight. At laſt, re nſonabip per \waded,ſ&ing the Table 
furniſhed, be was centented to ceaſe, and ſettle himſelfe to 
his bvictualls,on which({having befoꝛe la boured) oe fed Inffilp, 
eſpecially cf a wood cocke Pie, wherewith Lanulia his Cars 
ner. pientifnllpply.d tim. Fult diſhes having furniſht emps 

ty Uomachs, and Luczn10 there by gat leaſute to talke, falls 
to diſconrle of his wealth, his lands, his bonds, his ability 
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and how h imſelfe with all bee had, was at Madame [.amilia's 
diſpoſing : deſtring her afoze dis Bzother, to tell him ſimply 
what ſhce meant. Lam lis reylyed ; M (ivect Lucanio, how 
Iefteeme of thee, mine cies doe witne [e, that like hand- 
maivs aue ded thy heantiogs fate, euer ſince J firſt bc» 
held the: pet ſeeing lone that laſteth,gathereth by degrees bis 
liking let this foz that? (office : If A find thee fixrme, Lilia 
will be faithfol;if teting,fhe muſt of neceCitp be infa2 tunate, 
thathaning neuer ſcene any whom befoꝛe ſhe could affect, ſhe 
Gon'd be cf him inturioufly fozſaken. Nap, ſaid Luca'vuo, J 
dare ſay mp b;otber here will give his wazd: foʒ that 3 accept 
pour swne fad Lamitia, foz with me pour credit is better 
than pour bzothers. Roberto hake off their ante; ous pꝛattle 
with theſe ſpeeches: Sith eyther of you are of other ſo fond at 
the fic fight, J dopbt not but time will make your lone maze 
frme. Vet Badam Lanilis, althaugh my bzother and pou be 
thus foz ward, ſome crolle ch ince may come: foz Muka cadut t 
inter calicem, fupremaque labra. And foz a warning to teach 
pon both wit, Je tell pon an old wives tale. 

Seſfoze you goe on with your Tale(quoth Piſtreſſc Lami- 
lia j let me giue pou a caneat by the way, which hall be figu- 
red ina Fable. 


| ainilia's 
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he Fexe ona time came to villt the Czap, 
| partlp fo2 kindzed, chic flip fog craft: and 
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uud ons canlazts. Tbe Far made a Fridap face, counters 
feiting ſoꝛrow: but concluding that deaths Croke was vncui· 
table, perſwadcd bimto ſecke ſome fit mate wherewith tu 
match. The Dadger ſconragried, ſo fozth they went. 
and in their may met with a wanton ewe ſtragiing om the 
told: the For bade the adger play the tall ſtripling, aud 
ſtrout on his Tiptoes fo: queth be this eweis Lady of 
all tbeſe lands, and her bꝛothet chicfe Eclwea ther of ſunozp 
fockes. To be ſhozt, by the Fores perſu aſton, there woulo 
bee a perpetvall league bet weene ber tat · nelt ſſe kindzed. and 
all other denouring beaſts, {02 that (he Gadget was to them 
all allico: ſednced ſhee peelded: end the Foxe conduged 
them to the Badgers babitatten: There d25wing her aſide 
vnder colour of cxhoztation, pulo vut ber th2oat to (atiſfte 
bis arcedy thirſt. Were J ſhouldnote, a young whelpe that 
viewed their walke, infozmed the She pbeard of what hap» 
pracd. Qheyp followed and trapned the Fex and Badger to 
the hole, the For afo2c had crafrilp connoped himſelfe 
away, the ſhephcard found the Badger tauing foz the ewes 
C3 mur he 
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murther, hislamentation being beld fe tounterfeit, was 
by the hepberds dogge wozried. Che Fox eſtaped : the ewe 
was ſpopled ; andener ſince betu tene the 3f adgers and the 
dogges, bath continveda moztallenm:ty : And now be ad- 
ulſed Roberro(gueth her) get fe2ward with pour Tale, 
like nat by lie infinoation to turne our mirth 
to ſozrow.Goe to Lamilia ( quoth hee 
vou feare what J meane not, but 
bowener pee take it, ale 
fozward with mp 
Cale. 


222... eee [SD —— — — — ———— 


R bertoe: 


Groatſworth of Wit. 


Robertocs Tale. 


ade Pautd parts there dwelt an old 

7 2 Squire, that had a pong daughter to bis 
bdeite, who dad as 3 hnow adam Lamilia 
vou hane had) many pouthfull Gentiemen 


SS that long time ſued to obtainc her love. But 


men aie by nature pꝛoud ) would not to any of them vouch: 
ſafe ſanour : inſamuch that they perceiving der relent- 
leſſe, ſhewed themſelucs not altegether witie ſſe, butleſt her 
to her f62tune, when they found her frowardaefſe. At lan it 
foztuned among other Urangets, a Farmers (onne viſttod het 
fathers bouſe: on whom at the firſt git ſhe was enamoured, 
he likewiſe on her. Tokens of loue paſt betweene them, 
eithcr acquainted others Parents of their choice, and thep 
kindip gave their conſent- Shozt tale to make, married they 
were, and great ſolemnitp was at the wedding fealt.A poung 
GCenticman that had been long a @uter to her, ver ng that the 
Sonne of a Farmer ſhould be ſo pꝛeferted caſt in his mind by 
mhatmweancs;tomarre their mettiment be might teale awap 
we Bunde. Vertupon he conterres with an id 1c (dam, called 
mo:bcrunbey, dwelling therebp, Whoſe co n'ſell hauing 
laken, de fell to his pzamice and dzut, and pꝛocet ded thus. Jn 
the aſtcrnoone, when dancers were very tuſte, he takes the 
152ide by the hand, q after a tutne o2 two, tels hei in her este, 
be bad aſecret to impart vnto her, appointing bet in anp wiſe, 
in the euening lo finde a time to tonker wth hin: the pꝛomiſed 
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murther, hislamentation being beld foz counferfeit, was 
by the ſhepherds dogge wozried. Che Foreſcaped : the ewe 
was ſpopled ; and ener ſince betu tene the Eadgers and the 
degges, bath continveda moztallenmity : And now be ad- 

niſed Roberro(gneth her) got fe2ward with pour Tale, 

 C&ke nat by lie infinvation to turne our mirth 

fo ſozrow.Goe to Lamilia ( quoth hee 
vou feare what I meaone not, but 
bowener pee take it, zle 
fozward with mp 
Tale. 
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Robertocs Tale. 


tde Pozth parts there dwelt an old 
F. WA. Squire, that had a pong daughter to bis 
& i deite, who had as J know Padom Lamilia 
5 vou haue had ) manp pouthfnll Gentiemen 
that long time ſued to obtainc her loue. But 


men ate vp nature pꝛond) would not to any of them vouch⸗ 
ſafe ſanour : inſamuch that thep perceiving der relent⸗ 
teſſe, ſhewed themſelucs not altegether witteſe, butleſt her 
to her f62tune, when they found her frowardaefſe. Atlaft it 
koꝛtuned among other Urangets, a Farmers (onne viſited het 
fathers houſe : on whom at the firſt git ſhe was enamoured, 
he likewiſe on her. Tokens of loue paſt betweene them, 
eithcr acquainted others Parents of their choice, and thep 
kindip gave their tonſent. Shozt tale to make, married they 
were, and great ſolemnity was at the wedding feaſt. A poung 
Gentleman that had been long a Þuter to her, ber ing that the 
Sonne of a Farmer ſhoald be ſo pꝛeferted caſt in his mind by 
mhatmeancs(tomarre their merriment/be might ſteale awap 
we 7321dc.tIcrenpon he conterres with an old )- 1 idam, called 
motbetr Guubey, dwelling therebp, Whoſe co n'ſell haning 
lahe n, de fell to his pzanice and dꝛut, and pꝛocet ded thus. In 
the altetnodne, when dancers were very buſte, he fakes the 
132ide by the hand, q after a tutne o2 two, tels hei in her este, 
be bad aſecret to impart vnto her, appointing bet in anp wiſe, 
in the euening lo finde a time {oconfer wth hin: the pꝛomiſed 
thc 
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ſhe would, and fo they =_ Then goes he fo the Bzide- 
gr ome, and with pate r 
the great decem ses at that dat ich be viter, where: 
on depended his efpocial credit,tfit were he an the matter by 
ttm ſhould be diſconered.A.tcr he 1 3xidegromes pꝛomiſe of 
ſecrecie, the Gentleman tels him that a friend of his recciued 
that moꝛning from the Ezide a letter, wherein ſhe u illed him 
with ſome ſixteene hoꝛſe to wait her comm ng af a Parkeude, 
fo2 that (hee deteſted him in her heart as a baſe Country 
Hinde, with whem der Father compelled her to marry. The 
Bude grout almott oat of tis wits, begarne to bite his lip. 
Nav, ſaith the Gentleman, if pon will by me be admiſed, you 
ſhall ſaue der credit, win her by kindnefſe, and pet pꝛeuent 
her wanton complot. As bow, ſaid the Ezidegroome: Parip 
thus ſapd the Gentlemar.t Jn tbe enening ( foz till the Gueff a 
be gone ſhe intendsnot to gadde,)get vou on hoꝛſe -h. cke, and 
ſeeme to be of the company that attcnds her comming. 
A am appointed to bzing her from the houſe to the Parke. and 
from thence fetch a winding cempaſſe of a mile a boat. but to 
turne vnto old mother Gunbeyes houſe, where her lover my 
friend abides: when ſhe alights, J will conduct der to a cham: 
ber far ſtom bis lodging, but when the lights are gut, t ſhe erx⸗ 
pects her adalterous copeſmate, pour ſelfe(as reaſon is ch il 
pꝛeue ber bedfellow, where pziuately you map rep2oue ber, 
and in the mo2ning early returne home without trouble. As 
fo; the Gentleman mp friend, J wil rcuſe her abſence to him, 
by laping ſhe mockt thee with her maid in read of ber ſelte, 
whom when J knew at her lighting, J diſdained to bꝛing her 
vnto bis pꝛelente. The bzide-grome gave bis hand it ſhonlo 
lo. 
8 by the way we muſt daderſtand, this mother Cunbey 
had a Daughter, who all that day ſate heauiiy at home with a 
{low Garland, fo; that the 152idegroome (il he bad dealt 
faitdſul/p)ſyonld haue wedded her befozeanp oth-r.\Sut men 
{ Lamilia ) are vnconflant, mon now at sxes makes the 


match, oz elſe the match is mar o. 
Put 
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Eat tothemaiter : the Szidegroome and the Gentleman 
thus agreed,he tooke his tune,conferred with the Ezide, per · 
waded her, that her husband (notwithſtanding his faire ew 
at the marriage ) hadſwozne ts his old ſweet heart, their 
neighbour Gunbeyes Daughter, to bee that night her Bed- 
fellow: and if er would bzing her Father, his Fatder, and 
other friends to the houſe at midnight, thep ſhould find it ſo. 

At this the young Gentlewoman inwardip vert, to be by a 
peaſant ſo abuſed, pzomiſed if he ſatv likelihood of flipping a- 
wap, that then ſhe would doe as he directed. 

All this thus ſozting, the old womans daughter was trick 
lp attired, readp to furniſh this pageant, foz her ald mother 
pꝛouided all things neceflary. 

Well, Supper paſt, dauncing ended, all the guet would 
home, and the Bzidegroome pꝛetending to bzing ſome friend 
to his dome, get his hozſe, and to the Parke ſide he rode, and 
fayed with the hozſemen that attended the Gentleman. 

Anon came Marian like Miſtris 1Bzide,and mounted behind 
the Gentleman, away they paſt, fetcht their compaſſe, and at 
laſt alight at the old wines houſe, wbere ſodenly ſhe is connap- 
ed to her chamber, and the bzidegroome ſent to keop her com- 
panp, where he had ſcarce deuiled how to begia his exhoztatt- 
on, but the father of his bzide knockt at þ chamber doze:at w 
being ſomewhat amaz. d, pet thinking to turne it to a feſt, fith 
his wile (as he thought) was in bed with hinge opened þ dun, 
lar ing; Father you aro heartily weltom, A wonder how pou 
found vs out here; this denice to remone our ſelves, 
was W mp wines conſent, that we might reſt quietly without 
the maids and bachelozs diſfurbing vs. But where is pour 
wife, (aid the gentleman 2 why here in bed ſaid he. J thought, 
quoth d other, my daughter had ben your wife, fo2 ſureA am 
to day ſhe was giuen pon in marriage. You are merrily diſpo⸗ 
ſed,ſaid p Bzidegrom, what think yon J haue another wife: J 
think br t as pou ſpeat,quoth the Gentleman, foʒ mp Daugh⸗ 
ter is below, and pou ſap pour wife is in the bed. Below/ſapd 
de) pou are a merry man, e with that — on a * 
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b& went done, where when he ſaw his Wife, the Gentle 
man his Father, and a number of his friends aſſembled, he 
was lo confaunded, that how to behaue himſelfe be knew 
not, onelp he cried out that he was deceined. At this the old 
Woman arrived, and making her ſelfe ignozant of all the 
whole matter, inquires the cavſeof that ſudden tumalt : 
When ſhe was fold the new Bꝛide · grome was found in bed 
with her daughter, the exclaimed ag ainſt ſe great an iniurr. 
Marian was called inguozum. : ſhe iuſtiſled it was by his 
allurement; he being conden med by all their conſents, was 
indged bnwozthyto have the Gentlewoman vnto his wife, 
and compelled ( fo2 eſcaping of puniſhment ) to marry Mari- 
an: andthe young Gentleman(foz his care in diſcouering the 
Farmers fonnes lewdneſſe ) was recampentt with the Gen- 
tlewomans ener during loue. 

AQuoth Lamilia, and what of this: Nap nothing ſapd Rober- 
co;but that haue told pou the eſfeas of ſuddaine lone: pet the 
beft is, my bother is amaidenly Batcheler,and fo2 pour ſelfe, 
vau haue not bene troubled with many ſuters. The fewer 
the beiter, ſais Lueanis. But bzother, J con vou little thanks 
fo; this tale. hereafter T pꝛap vou bie other Cable talke. Lets 
then end talke, guoth Lamilu, and pon ( ®eignioz Lucamio ) 
and J will gos ts the Chee. To Chefſe,ſaidbe, what meant 
you by that: It is:agame,ſaid ſhe, that the firſt danger is but 
a checke: the mat, the giuing of. a mate. Mell, ſaid Roberto. 
that game pee haue bene at already then, fo; pou checkt him 
Arſt with your beantp, and gane vour fectfe-fo; mate tohim by 
pour bounty. That is well taken bzotber, ſaid Lucanio, lo 
daue we paſt our game at Cheffe. Mill pee plap at Tabics 
then, ſaid ſhe * 1 tannot quoth he ; foz 3 can goe no 
farther with mp game, if J be once taken. Will po plap ttcn 
at Cards: I (aid he, if it be one and thirty. Chat fooles game, 
ſaid ſhe * Wile all to Hazard, ſaidRobecro, and bzother puu 
hall make one fo2-an houre oz two: contented quothhe. £ 
to dice thep went, and foztune lo fanoared Lucanio, that 
while they continned (uare-play, he mas no loſer. Anon co» 


ſfincge 


tleane from befoze him. Lamnilia b&ing the winner 
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a banquet, which finiſhed, Roberto aduiſed his to de; 
part home, and to furniſh himlelfs with moze crownes, del 
hie were ontcrackt with new commers. ä 

Lucanioloth to be ontcountenans, followed his adulte, de⸗ 
firing to attend his returne, which he befoze had determined 
dnrequeſted : fo; as ſoone as his dzothers backe was turned, 
Roberto begins to reckon with Lamilia,to be a ſharer us well 
in the monte deceitfnlly won, as in the Diamond ſo witfolly 
giuen. But lhe ſecundum mores meretricis, (eff td thus with 
the ®chotler. Why Roberto, are you ſs wel rend, and yet et 
pour ſelfe ſs ſhallow witted, to dveme Women fo ea 
of conceit, that they \&@ not into mens demerits. Sup- 
poſe (to make pon my lkale ts catch the Wodcocke your bz 
ther ) that my tongue on mine intent, J ſpeake of 
liberall reward: but what J pzomiſed, there is the point: 
at leaſt what J part with, J will b well aduiſed. Jt may bee 
pou will thus reaſon: ad not Roberto trained Lucanio ts 
Lamilias lute, Lucanio had not now ben Lamilias pzey;ztheres 
foze, th by Roberto ſhe yoſloſletij her p2tze, Roberto merits 
an tquall part. Monſtrous abſurd if ſo you reaſon, as well 
pov map reaſon thus: Lamihes dogge hath kild her a Were, 
therefoze his Piſtrefſe muſt make him a pally. No moze pen ; 
nileſſe Poet, thou art beguild in me, and pet F wonder 
bow thon couldeff, thon haſt beneſe often begulld. Put 
it fareth with licentions men, as with the chared Boze in the 
ureame, who being greatly refreſhed with ſwimming, nener 
fcelcth any (mart vntill he periſh , recorelefly wonnded with 
his owne weapons. Reaſonleſſe Roberto, that haning but a 
1520kers plate, asked a Lenders reward. Faithles Roberto, 
that half attempted to betray thy Bꝛother, trreligionfly foꝛ⸗ 
ſaking thy wife, deſernedly bene inthy Fathers eye an ab⸗ 
fect: thinkeff thou Lamnilia ſs leſe,toconſo3t with one ſo tewd. 
No hypocrite, the ſweet Gentleman thy bzother, J will till 
death lone, and thee while 5 tine, loath, This are La- 
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milia gines thee, other getteſt thou none. 

As Koberto would haus replied, Locanio appꝛoached: * 
wham Lamilia diſcourfs the whole deceit of his bzother, and 
never-reſted intimating malicious arguments, till Lucanio 
btterlp refuſed Roberto foz his bother, and foz euer foꝛbad 
him his houſes And when he wonld haue pe&lded reaſons, 
and fozmed excuſe, Lucanios impatience ( v2ged by her imp: 3- 
tunat malice )fo2bad all reaſoning with them that were rea- 
ſonle ſle, and ſo giuing him lacke Drums entertainment, ſhut 
him out of dozes: whom we wil follow, and leaue 2 to 
the mercy of Lamilia: Roberto in an extreme extaſie, rent his 
bapze;curf his deſtinp, blamed his treachery but moſt of all 
exclaimed againf Lamilia; and in her againft all entifing Cur 
tizans, in theſe termes. 


What meant the Poets to inuectiue verſe, 
Tolin ng M Medeas hame, and Scyllas pride, 
Calipſoes chatmes, bywhich ſo many dide ? 
Onely for this, their vices they rehearſe, 
That curious wits, which in the world conuerſe, 
May ſhun the dangers and entiſing ſhoes 
Of ſuch falſe Sirens ghoſe home breeding foes, 
That from their eyes their venome doe diſperſe, 
So ſoone kils not the Baſiliske with ſight, 
The Vipers tooth is not ſo venemous, 
The Adders tongue not halfe ſo dangerous; 
. As they that. beare the ſhadow of delight, 
Who chaine blind youths in tramels oftheir hayre, 
Till waſt brings woe, and ſorrow haſtes deſpaire. 


With this he laid his bead on his hand, and lean'd his elbow 
on the ground, ſighing out ſadly, — 


Heu patier telu vulsera falla weis. 


On the other ſide of the hedge ſafe one that heard his _ 
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who getting ouer, came towards him and bꝛake off his paffl- 
on. MA hen he appꝛoathed he ſaluted Roberto in this ſozt. 

Gentleman, quoth be, ( fez ſo pon ſeem) J haue bychannce 
heard pon diſcourſe ſome part of pour griefe, which appeareth 
to be moꝛe than pou will diſcouer, oꝛ I can conteit. But if yon 
vouchſaſe ſuch Gmple comfo2t,as my ability will pexld,aure 
peur ſerfe, that J will endeuour to doe the beff, that eittet way 
pꝛocure pour p2ofit, oz bzing peu pleaſare:the rather,foz that 
I ſuppoſe pon are a Scholler, and pittie it is, men of learning 
ſhould line in lacke. 

Roberto wondzing to heare ſuch good wo2ds, fo2 that this 
iron age affo2ds few that effeeme of vertne, returned him 
thankfull gratulations, and (vꝛged bp neccſſitp ) vttered bis 
pꝛeſent griefe, beſ@ching his aduice how he might be implop-» 
ed. hp,cafily quoth be, and greatip to your benefit : foʒ men 
of my pꝛoft ſſion, get by Schsllers their whole tining. What is 
pour p2ofeſſion, ſaid Roberto? £Trucly fir, ſapdbe, J am a 
plapt r. A Player,quoth Roberto, J toke you rather (02 a Gen- 
ileman of great ſiuing, ſoꝛ if by outward habit men ſhould be 
cenſuced, A tell pon, yon would be taken fog a ſubſtantiall 
man. So am I where J dwell, (quoth the Plapcr)repntedable 
at my p2oper coſt, to bnitd a Wind mill. What though the 
wo21d once went hard with me.when J was faine to carry my 
playing Fardle afoot-backe: Tempora mucantur, I know pon 
know the meaning of it, better than 3; but I thus conſter if, it 
is otherwiſe now: fo2 mp ver ſhare in plaping apparell, will 
not be ſold fo2 two hond2ed pounds: truelv, ſaid Roberto) it is 
ſtrange, that pou ſhonld ſo pꝛoſper in that vaine pzaaice,foz 
that it ſeams to me,yenr voice is nothing gracious. Nap then, 
ſaid the Plaper, miſlike pour indgement : Why, J am as 
famons fo2 Delphꝛygus, and the king of Fairies, as euer 
was any of mp time. The twelue Laboursg of Hercules haue 
A terribly thundered on the Stage, and plaped theo Scenes 
of the Deuill in the highway to heauen. Vaue pe ſo (ſaid Ro- 
berco then J pzap pou pardon me. Nay moze (quo! h the plays 
cr) Itan ſerue to make apzetty ſpeech , fo; J was acauntrp 
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Anthoz, paſſing at a mozall, foz it was J that pend the Po- 
rall of mans wit, the Dialogue of Diues, and foz ſenen pe&res 


ſpace was abſolute interpzeter of the Puppets.But now my 
Almanacke is out ofdate. 


The people makenoeftimation 
Of Morals, tesching Education. 


Cas aot this p:etty foz a plaine rime ertempoze*cif ye will 
pee ſhall haue moze. Map, it is enough, ſaid Roberto, but hes 
meane pon to ble me:? Why fir, in making Playes, ſaid the 
_—_— which pou ſhall bee well paied, if pou will take the 
pains. 

Roberto perceining no remedie, thought it beſt to reſpect 
his pzeſent neceCity,to trie his wit, went with him willingly: 
who lodged him at the townes end in a houſe of retaile, where 
what heppened our Poet, pou ſhall hereafter heare. There 
by connerſing with bad companp, hee grew A malo in peius, 
failing from one vice ts another, and ſo haning found a 
veine to finger Crownes, he grew cranker than Lucsnio,who 
by this time began ts dzoope, being thus dealt withall by La- 
milia.@he& haning bewitched him with her enticing wiles, cau⸗ 
ſed him to conſume in leſſe than two peares, that infinite trea- 
ſure gathered by his Father, with ſo many a poꝛe mans curſe. 
His lands ſold, his Jewels pawnd, his money waſted, hee 
was caſhicrd by Lamil!a that had coſened him of all. Then 
wa!ked he like one of D. Humphrycs Squites, in a thred-bare 
cloake, his hoſe dzawne out with his heeles, his hoſe bnſea- 
med leſt his feet ſhould ſweat with heat: now (as witle ſſe as 
he was ) he remembꝛed his fathers woꝛds, his kindnes to his 
bꝛother, his carele ſneſſe ot himſelſe. In this ſo2row hee ſate 
do wne on pernilefſe bench, where when O, us and Vſus told 
him by the chimes in his ſtomacke, it was time to fall vnto 
meat, he was faine with the Camelion to fed vpon the ar ze, 
and make patience his repaſt. x 

While he was at his feaſt, Lamilia came flaunting by, gar- 
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nitbed with the ie wels, whereofſh& degviled him, which fight 
ſerned to cloſe his ſtemacke after bis cold cheare, Roberto ht a⸗ 
ring of his bzothers beggerp, albeit he had little remozſe of his 
miſerable late, yet div he ſeeke him out, to vſe dim as a pꝛo⸗ 
perty, whereby Lucanio was ſomewhat pꝛouided foz. But 
being of imple nature, he ſerued but fo2 a blocke to whet Ro- 
bertoes wit on: which the pwze fole perceining,he fo:ſooke all 
other hopes ot lite, and fell to be a notozions Pander. in which 
deteſted courſe he continued till death. But Roberto now fas 
mouſed fo2 an Arch · play. making Poet, his purſe like the ſes, 
ſometime ſweld, anon like the ſame ſea fell to a low ebbe, ret 
ſeldome he wanted, his labours were ſo wall ell med. Marry 
this rule he kept, what ener he fingered afozehand, was ths 
certaine meanes to vnbinde a bargaine;and being aſked whp 
he ſo fleightly dealt with them that did him good ? It becemes 
me,\aith he, to be contrarp to the wozld, foz commonly when 
bulgar men roceiue earneſt, they doe perfozme; when J am 
paid any thing befoze hand, J bzeake my p2omiſe. Be had 
ſhift of lodgings, where inenerp place his hoſteſe wit vp 
the wofull remembzance of him; his Laundzeſſe andhis bop, 
fo; the were euer in his honſhold, beſides retapners in ſun · 
dzp other plates. Bis cempany were lightlp the lewdcff 
perſons in tbe land, apt foꝛ pilferp, periurp, fozgery, oa any 
billanp. Ok theſehe knew the caft tocogge at cards, cofin at 
Dice, by theſe he learned the legerde maines ef nips,forits co- 
nicatthets, ctosbiters, lifts, big) Lawyers, and all the rab ⸗ 
ble of that vncleane generation of Bipers:and pithiip could te 
paint out their whole courſes of craft: o cunning be was in 
allcrafts,as nothing reſted in him almeft but craftineCe o 
often ihe Gentle woman his wife laboured vainely to recall 
him, is lamentable to note: bat as one ginen ever to all lewd · 
ne e, he tommuntcated her ſozron faltlines among his loſe 
truls, that ieſted at her botlefſe laments. If he could any wap 
get credit on-frozes, hie would then bꝛag his creditoʒs carried 
Kones, comparing everp round circle to a groning O. pzocu· 
ted by a painfull burthen. The ſhamefull end of ſundzy his 
con- 
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conſozts, deſeruedly puniſhed fo2 their amiſſe, wꝛenght no 
tompunct ion in his heart : of which one, bzother to a biothell 
he kept, was truſt vnder a tr &, as round as a ball. 

To ſome of his (wearing companions thus it happened: A 
crue of them ſitting in a Tanerne carowſing, it foztuned an 
honeſt gentleman and his friend ta enter their rome,ſome of 
them being acquainted w him, in their domineering drunken 
vaine, would haue noe nap, but downe he muff it with them, 
being placed, no remedy there was, but he muſt needs keepe 
even compaſſe with their vnſ@mely carowſing: which he refu- 
ſing, tde y fell from high woꝛds te ſound ſtrokes, ſo that with 
much adoe the gentleman ſaued his owne, and ſbiſted from 
theic company. Being gone, one of theſe tiplers fozſoth, lackt 
a gold ring: the other ware thep ſaw the Gentleman take it 
from his hand. Upon this the Gentleman was indited befoze 
a Judge, theſe honeft men are depoſed : uhoſe wiſdome 
weighing the time of the bꝛaule, gaue light to the Jury, what 
power wine · waching poyſon had, they accozding vnto conſci- 
ente found the Gentleman not guilty : and God releaſed by 
that verdict the innocent. 

With his accaſers thus it fared : ſhe one of them ſo2 mur- 
ther was woꝛthily executed:the other, never ſince pꝛoſpeted: 
the third, ſitting not long after vpon a luſty bo;ſe,the beaſt dy 
ed ſuddenly vnder him.God amend the man. 

Roberto tuery dap acquainted with theſe examples, was 
notwithandirg nothing bettered, but rather bardned in 
wickednes. At laſt was that place iuſtiſied; Ood warneth men 
by dzeames and biſions in the night, and by knowne examples 
in the day: but if he returnenot, he comes vpon him with 
iudgement that ſhall be felt. Foz now, when the number of de · 
ceits cauſed Roberto to bi hatefull almoſt to all men, 
bis immeaſurable dzinking had made him the perfect image 
of the dꝛopſle, and the loathſome ſcourge of Luft, tpzannized 
in his bones: Lining in extreme pouerty, and having nothing 
to pap but chalke, which now his Poſt accepted not foꝛ cur- 
rant, this miſerable man lay comfoztleſly languiſhing,having 
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bntonegreatlef iuſt p2opoztion of his Fathers Legacie 
which looking on, H cried, O now it is to late, to late to buy 
wit with ther; and there foze will J ſ&@,if I can ſell to carelelle 
x onth what J negligently fozgat to buy. 

Bete (Gentlemen) bzeake J off Robertoes ſpeech, whoſe 
life in moſt part agreeing with mine,found one ſelfe puniſh» 
ment, as 3 haue done. Yereafter ſuppoſe me the ſaid Rober- 
ro, and J will goe on with that he pꝛomiſed: Greene will ſend 
pon new his groatſwozth of wit, that neuer ſhewed a vrites 
wozth in his life: and though no man now be by, to dee me 


good, pet ere A die, A will by mp repentance ende uaur to doe 
all men god. | 


Deceiuing world that with alluring toyes, 
Haſt made my life che ſubic of thy ſcorne: 
And ſcorneſt now to lend thy fading ioyes, 
I outlength my life, whom friends haue left forlorne, 
How well are they that die cre they be borne. 
And neuer ſee thy ſleights, which few men (hun, 
Till vnawares they helpeleſſe are vndone. 


Oft haue I ſang of loue and of his fire, 
But now I finde that Poet was aduiſde; 
Which made full feafts increaſers of defire, 
And proues weak loue was with — deſpiſde 
For when the liſe with food is not ſufficꝰd, 
What thoughts of loue, what motion of delight, 
What plesſance can proceed from ſuch a wicke ? 


Witneſſe my want the murderer of my wit, 
My tauiſht ſenſe of wonted fury reft, 
Wants ſuch conceit, as ſhould in Poems (it, 
Set downe the ſorrow wherein I am leſt, 
But therefore haue high heauens their gifts bereft, 
Becauſe ſo long they lent them me to vſe, 
AndI ſo long their bounty did abuſe. 
E 
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O that a yeare were granted me to liue, 
And ſor that yeare my former wits reſtorde, 
What rules ot life, what counſell would I giue ? 
How ſhould my ſinne with ſorrow then deplore ? 
But I muſt dic of euety man abhordez 
Time looſely spent will not againe be wonne, 
My time is looſely ſpent aud 1 vndone. 


O horrenda fame: | how terrible are thy aſſaults © but 
mis cenſcientia moze wounding are thy ſtings. Ah Gentlemen, 
that line to read mp bꝛoken and confaſedlines, loke not J 
ſhoutd(as I was wont) delight pou w vaine fantaſtes,bat ga» 
ther mp follies all together, and as you would deale with ſq 
many parricides, caſt them into the fire: callthem Telegones, 
foz now thep kil their Father, e euerplewd tine in them wit 
ten is a deepe piercing wound to my heart, enerp idle honre 
ſpent bp any in reading them, bꝛings a million of ſorrowes to 
my ſoule. O that the teeres of a miſerable man { fo2 neuer pet 
was anyman moze miſerable ) might waſh their memoꝛy 
out with mp death, and that [boſe wozks with me toge- 
ther might be interd. But th they cannot, let my laſt wozke 
witne lle againſt them with me, how J deteſt them: M lacke 
is the rememb2ance of my blacke wozks, tlacker than night, 
blacket than death, blacker than hell. 

Learne wit by my repeatance, ( Gentlemen |) and let theſe 
few roles following be regarded in pour lives. 

1 Firft, in all pour actions ſet God befoze pour eies, fo: 
the feare of the Loꝛzd is the beginning of wiſdome: Let bis 
woꝛd bea lanterne vnto pour feet, and a light vnto rour 
paths, then (hail you and as firme rockes,and not be monev. 

3 Beate of looking backe, foꝛ God will not be mocked, 
of him that hath 1eceined much, much ſhall be demanded. 

3 If thou be ſingle and canſt abſtaine,turne thy eyes from 
banitte, foz there is a kinde of women, bearing the faces of 


Angels, but the hearts of Denils, able to intrap the clevtif it 
were poſſible. 


4 If 
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4 If thou be married, fozſa ke not the wife of thy pouth fo 
follew ſtrange fleſh,foz whozemongers e advliterers the L 02d 
will fudge: The dooze of a Hartot leadeth downe to death, 
and in her lips there dwels deffracton:her face is decked with 
odoꝛs, bat ſhe bzingeth a man to a mozſell of head and naked⸗ 
neſſe:of which mp ſelfe am infkance. 

5 If thou beleft rich, remember thoſe that want, andſo 

dealc, that by thy wilfulne le thy ſelfe want nat: Let not 
Tauerners and Uictualers be thy Executezs, foz thep will 
bꝛing thee to a diſhonourable graue. 
- 6 ©ppzeſſeno man, fo2 the crp cf the wzonged aſcendeth 
to the eares of the Lozd: neither delight to encreaſe by Uſu- 
ry, leſt thou looſe thy habitation in the enerlaſting Taver- 
nacle. 

7 Beware of building idy houſe to thy neighbo2s hurt, foz 
the ſfones will cry to the timber ; We were laid together in 
bloud: and thoſe that ſoerect honſes, calling them by their 
names, ſha!llye in the graue like ſheepe,and death ſhall gnaw 
bpon their ſoules. 

8 zt thou be po oꝛe be alſo patient, and ſfxiue nat to gro 
rich by indirect meane s, fo; goods ſo gotten ſhall van:;ſh a⸗ 
wap like ſmoake. 

9 If thou be a father,maſfer, 03 feacher, one good exam · 
ples. with good counſcll, elſe little aua le Paecepts, where 
lifc is different. 

19 If thou be a ſonne oz ſernant, deſpiſe —— foz 
though cozrection be bitter at the urg, it bzingeth pleaſoee in 
the end. 

Vad J regarded the firſt of theſe rules, oꝛ ben obedient at þ 
laſt, Jhadnot now at my laſt end, been left thus deſolate: But 
uow, though to my ſelfe J gine Conſilium poſt ſacta, pet to o⸗ 
tbers thep map ſerve loꝛ timely pzecepts.Andtherefoze(while 
like ginesleaue)I wil ſend warning to mp old conſozts, which 
bane lined as looſely as mp ſelfe, albeit weakneſle will ſcarce 
ſuffer me to wzite, yet to my fellow Schollers about this Ci- 
tie, will I direct theſe few 2 lines. 
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To thoſe Gentlemen his Quondam 


acquaintance, that ſpend their wits in making 
Playes, R. G. wiſheth a better exerciſe, and wiſe- 


dome to preuent his extremities. 


Fus kull experience may moue you (Gen⸗ 
dienen) to beware, os bnheard of wzetcbed · 
dect, intreat pou totake herd I doubt not 
but you will lone backe with ſozrow on 
rost time paſt: and endevour with tepen · 
tance to ſpend that which is fo come. 
| Wonder not, (foz with the will J firſt de⸗ 
giane )thou famous gracer of Tragediens, that Greene, who 
— ſaid with thee like y fool in his heart, There is no God; 
ould now gine glo2p bnfo his greatneſſe: foꝛ pene'rating is 
bis power, his hand lyes heaup vpan me, be hath ſpoken vn 
to me with a bopce of thunder, and Jhaueleft; be is a God 
that can poniſh enemies. UWihp ſhould thy excellent wit, bis 
gift be ſo bjinded, that thou ſhouldeſt giue uo gloꝛy to the C.. 
ner: Js it peſtilent Machiauilian pollicie that thou haſt 
ſtudied : O puniſh folly ! (Uhat are his rules bat mere can 
fuſed mockeries, able to cxtirpate in ſmall time the genera! 1« 
on ot maakinde. Foz if, S:c velo, ſic imbeos, hold in thoſe that are 
able tocommany: and if it be lawfull Far er Nefas, to docany 
thing that is beneficiall ; onely Tyꝛants ſborid poſſefſe ide 
Garth'4 they ſtrining to exceed in tyzanny, onld ech to __ 
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be a flanghfer man: till the mightieſt aut lining all, one Croke 
were left ſoꝛ death, that in one age mans life ſhould end. The 
Bꝛotber of this Diabolicall Athcifme is dead, and in tis life 
had neuer the felicity he apmed at: bat as he teganne in craft, 
lived in fare, and ended in deſpaire. © +49 irſcrutabilia ſont 
Des indicia This murderer of many Bꝛethꝛen, had his con- 
ſcience ſcared like Caine: this betrayer of him thatgane his 
life foz him, inherited the poztion of luda: : this Apoſtz!a 
periſhed as ill as lulian: and wilt thou my Friend be his Dil- 
ciple - Looke vnto me, by him perfwaded to that Libertyzand 
thor (halt finde it an Infernall bondage. I know the leaſt of 
mp demerits merit this miſerable death, bot wilfull friving 
againſt knowne truth, exceedeth all tte terroꝛs of mp ſoule. 
Deferre not (with me) till this laſt popnt of extremitp:foz lit- 
tlc knowell thou, how in the end thou ſh alt br vifited, 

With thee J torne poung luuenall, that biting Satpꝛiſt, 
that laſtly with mee together wꝛit a Comedy. Sweet Boy 
might J adviſe the, be aduiſed, and get not many enemies by 
bitter woꝛds: inutigh againſt baine men, fo thou tanſt doe it, 
no man better, no man ſo weil: thou haſt alibertp to repꝛeue 
all, and name none: fo2 one being ſpoken to. all are offended, 
none being blamed, no man is iniured. Stop ſhallow water 
fill running it will rage, tread on a wo2me. and it will turne: 
then blame not S®chollers who are vered with ſharpe and 
ditter Lines, ik they repzacuc thy too much liberty of re⸗ 
p:cofe. 

And thon no leſſe deſeruing than the other two, in ſome 
things rarer, in nothing inferiour, dꝛiuen (as my ſelfe) 
to extreme ſhifts, a tittlc haue to ſay to th: were it not en 
tdo!atrous oath, J would ſweare by ſwat S. George, tou att 
bnwozthp better hap, ith thou depende0 en ſo meane a lap. 
Baſe minded men all th2>& of pon, if by my nuiſcry pee be not 
warned: fo2 vnto none of yon (like me) ſought thoſe burs to 
rleauenthoſe Puppets (I mean) that ſpeak from our mouths, 
thoſe Anticks garniſht in our colours. Js it not ſtrange that J, 
to whom they al haue been beholding:ts it not like that — 
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whom they all haue beene beholding, (all (were y&in that 
caſe that Jam new) be both of them at once fozſaken? ts. 
truft them not :fe2 there is an vpſtart Czow beantified with 
our Feathers, that with his Tygers heart, wrape in a Players 
hyde,ſnppoſes he is as wel able ſo bombaſt ont a blank verſe, 
as the beſt of vou: and being an abſolute /banner fac toto, ls 
in his owne conceit the onely Sha dc · ſcene in a Country. Oh 
that J might intreat pour care wits to be impleped in moze 
p2ofitable conrſes:aud let theſe Apes imitate pour paſt Cxcel- 
lence, and never moze acquaint them with pour admired In- 
uen ions. know the beſt huſband of pon all, will neuer pzcue 
an Tſurer, and the hindeſt of them all, will neuer pꝛoue a kind 
Nurſe: pet wbilſt pou map ſ&ke pou better Paſters : foz it is 
pitty,men of ſuch rare wits ould bee ſubiea to the pleaſures 
of luch rude gromes. 

In this I might inſert two moze, that both haue w32it a⸗ 
gainſt theſe buckram Gentlemen: but let their owne wozke 
ſerue to witneſſe againf their owne wickedneſſe, if they pet · 
ſener to maintaine any moze ſuch peaſants. Foz other new 
commers, Jleane themto the mercp of theſe painted mon ; 
ters, who(J doubt not) will dzine the beſt minded to deſpiſe 
them: fo2 the teſt, it ſuils not though they make a ieſt at them. 

But now returne J againe to pou thzee, knowing mp miſe- 
rp is to pot: no nrewes : and let me heartily intreat pon to be 
warned bp my harmes. Delight not (as J haue dene) in irreli⸗ 
gious catbs, fo; from the blaſphemers houſe, a carſe ſhall not 
depart:Deſpiſe dzunkennes, which waſteth the wit, and ma- 
keth men all eguall vnto beafts: Flie Luft, as the deathſ-man 
of the ſoule, and dcfile not the Temple of the holp Ghoſt. Abs 
hoz theſe Epitures, whoſe loſe life hath made Religion loaths 
ſome ts pour eares, and when they ſooth pou with termes of 
maſeerſhip, remember Nobert Greene, whom thep haue 
often lo flattered, periſhes now foz want of comfozt. Remem- 
ber Gentlemen, pour lines are like ſo manp light tapery, 
that ore with care deliuered to all of pou to maintaine; 
theſe with wind- pukt wzath may be extinguiſhed, — 
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dꝛunkennt le put out, with negligence let fall: foꝛ mans time 
of it ſelfe is not ſo ſhoꝛt, but it is moꝛe ſhoztned by unne. Che 
fire of mp light is now at the laſt ſnuſſe, and the want of 
where with fo ſuſtaine it, there is no ſubftance foz life te fœd 
on. Tr uſt not then ( beſech per )lcft to ſuch weake tapes: to3 
they are as changeable in minde as in many attites. Mell mp 
band is tyzed,and J am fozc't to leaue where J would begin: 
fo;'a whole booke cannot containe the wzongs, which 3 am 
fozc't to knit vp in ſome few lines of Wozds, 


Defirous that you ſhould liue, though 
himſelfe be dying, 


ROBERT GREENE. 


Now to all men [I bid farewell 


in this ſort, with this conceited 


Fable of the olde Come- 
dian ſop. 


S — N Ant and a Gzaſhopper walking 

; : together en a greene, the one cares 
leflp shipping, the other carefully p2y- 
ing what Winters pꝛouiſton was (ca 
tered in tre way : the Ozaſhoppet 


 fcozning (as wantons will) thisneede» 
 ledethzift (as ge termedit) repzoougd 
— him thus. 


The 
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T hegreedy miſer thirſtech ſtill for gaine, 
His chrifcis theft, his weale works others woe; 
That foole is fond which will in caucsremaine, 
Wuaen mongſt faite {weeres he may at pleaſure goe. 


Te this the Ant perceiaing the Gzaſhoppers meaning, 
quickly replyed: 


The thrifty husband ſpares what vnchriits ſpends, 
His thrift no thett, for dangers toprouide, 

Trult co thy ſelfe, ſmall hope in want yeeld friends, 
A caue is better than the deſarts wilde. 


In ſhoꝛt time theſe two parted, the one to his pleaſare, the 
other to his laboz. Anon Yarueſt grew on and reft from the 
G2aſhopper his wonted moiſture. Then weakly ships he to 
the meadowes bzinks, where till fell winter he aboad. But 
ſ\kozmes continually powzing, he went fozſnccour to the Ant 
his old acquaintance, to whom he had ſcarce dilcouered his 
eſtate, but the little wozme made thiyreply. 


Packe hence ( quoth ſhe ) thou idle lazie worme, 
My houſe doth harbour no vnthtifty mates: 
Thou ſcornd'ſt to toyle, and now thou feelit the ſtorme 
And ſtiru'ſt for food, while I am fed with cates, 
Vſc noe intreats, I will relencletlereſt, 
For toyling labour hates an Idle gueſt. 


The G:aſhopper feodles, helples, and ſfrengthleſſe, got 
into the nert b2zooke, and in the peelving ſand digde himnſelfe a 
pitte : by which he likewiſe ingraned this Cpitaph. 


When Springs greene prime arrayde me with delight, 
And euery power with youthfull vigour filde, 
Gaue ſtrength to worke what cuer fancie wilde, 


I neuer feard the force of winters ſpight. 
| When 
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When firft I (aw the Sunne the d in, 

And dry the mornings teares from and 

I lictle thought his chearefull light would paſſe, 

Till vgly night with darkeneſſe enterd in, 
And then day loſt I moumde, ſpring paſt I wailde, 
But neither teares for this or that muailde. 


Then tos too late I prais d the Emmett paine, 
That ſought in ſpring a harbour gainſt the heat, 
And in the harueſt gathered winters meat, 
Perceiuing famine, frofts, and ſtormy raine. 


My wretched end may warne Greene ſpringing youth, 
To vſe delight, as toyes that will deceiue, 
And ſcorne the world, before the world chem leaue, 
For all worlds truſt, is ruine without ruth. 
Then bleſt are they that like the toyling Ant, 
Provide in time gainſt wotull winters want. 


With this the Gzaſhopper yeelding to the weathers extre⸗ 
mity, died comfoztlefſe without remedy. Like him myſelfe: 
like me, Gall all that truſt to friends oʒ times inc onſtancie. 
Now faint J of mplaſt infirmity, beſ&ching them that ſhall 
bury my body, to publiſh this laſt farewell, wzitten with my 
wzetched hand. 


Felicem fuiſſe, infauſtum. 
F A 


A Letter written to his Wife, found 
with this Booke aftcr his death. 


de ſremembꝛance of many wꝛongs offered 
27.1 [FW] thee, and thy vnrep;oned vertues, adde 
FN * 7 greater ſozrow tomy miſerable ftate than 
CID A can peter, os thou conceine.Peither is it 
22-24 leflened dy coufideration of thy abſence, 
(thongh ſhame would let me hardly behoip 
thy face) but exctedingly aggrauated, ſoz 
that J cannot ( as Jougbht) to thy owne ſelfe reconctle mp 
ſelfe, that then mighteT witnefſe mp inward woe at this in- 
Fant, that hane made ther a wofull wife fo; ſo long a time. 
But equal heanen hath dented that comfozt gining at my laſt 
nt de, like ſuccour as J haneſonght all my life: being in this 
cxrtremity as boyd of helpe, as thou haſt beene of hope. Keaſon 
would, that after ſo long waſte, I ſhould not ſend thee a childe 
to bzing thee greater charge: but conffder he is the fruit of thy 
wombe, in whoſe face regard not the Fathers ſo much, as tby 
owne perfections. Pee is pet Gzeene, and may grow ſtrait, 
if he be carefully tended : otherwiſe apt enough (A feare me) 
to follow his Fathers folly. That J have offended ther high- 
lp J know; that thou canſt fozget my intaries, J hardly ve ; 
lecue : pet perſwade I mp ſelfe, if thou ſaw my wzetcyed 
tſtate, thou t ouldeſt not but lament it:nap, certainelp 1 know 
tyon wouldeſt. All my wzongs maſter themſelues abou! me, 
e uerp 
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every tuill at once plagues me. Foz my contempt of God, J 
am contemned of men; foz my (wearing and foz\wearing, no 
man will beleeve me;foz my gluttony J ſofer hunger toʒ my 
dꝛunkenne lle, thirſt , foz my adultery, vicerous ſozes. Thus 
God halh caſt mie downe that J might bes humbled: and pus 
nifhed me, foz example of others inne :and although he 
ſuffers me in this wozld to periſh without fuc« 
cout, pet truſt J in the wozldto comets find 
mercy, by the merits of my Maul- 
gur, to whom A commend thee, 
and canunit my ſonle. 


Thy repencanc husband 
for his diſloyalty, 


Robert Greene. 


Felicem fmiſſe, infauſtum, 
E INIS, 
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EPI¹TAPEH: 
Diſcourſed Dialogue-wiſe be- 


twyeene Life and Death. 
LIFE, 


87 grigly Thanatos, val backe thy pleene; 
Triumpher ouer Tombes, what haſt thou done? 
Ta blaf the Maſe Lawrell, which was Greene 
Minerua's nurſe- child great Apollo's /onne: 
O what 1ſt made of Mold thy ſtabbe can ſhun? 

Swre th haſt mo eyes, to dart at randome ſo; 

Toſtrite the Cedar, let the Maſbroome grow, 


N here life is los d. tha rt tos tos quicke to till, 
And to epitomi ce, with pangs, their is) : 
Where Life is loath'd, tha'rt flow,and backward fill. 
And deft adiourne their death with lifes annoy : 
Thws Tyrant-like, the Beſt, deft ſtil deſtroy : 
To [ome thou art a ſterne onbidden gaef, 
Bat who implore thy belpe then helpeſt leaſt, 


DEATH. 


Greenes Epitaph; 


DE ATH, 


unn wouldſt creep langer on ths duſty Round, 
Where wealth's but want; where Tre«fares won, lat let; 
Where all good Hopes, is one ill- hap, are drown'd 
In ſome thing 5, al; in all things, ſome are croſt. 
And they but little, that poſſeſſe the moſt. 
| Vnmixed ioyes, to nome on earth befall, 
N ho leaſt has ſome, who moſt, ha i neaer all. 


For that,unſt I his purer Part wnſbroude, 

( 4 Kings command cannot withſtand my right) 

And gine his priſon'd Soule midſt miſty Cloud, 

A larger Horizon t erablaxe her light: 

Her Beauty thew appearing Sunne lite bright, 
Shall ſhunne the earth, to (hine( fore Angels eyes) 
In Blitle, abaue the Star- beſpargled skies. 


LIFE, 


7 ou ſacred Siſters, from whoſe Boſome's cropt, 
A freſher Flower, than by Alcinous bred: 
Through your Lies Lymbecte, let your loues be drott, 
( Though eſtes trac that more oft ha's beene ſaid, 
The Fairer flower, the ſoontr withered ) 
Jo tec him Greene with world ont-weiring Rimes, 


Toth adrairation of ſucceeding Times, 


Hee, 


Greenes Epitaph: 

Hee, whoſe gold-tipped Bare-atiratFing Tongue, 
Withrare Cyllenian Muſicke charmed ſo, 
As xarbles dane'd when Thebes Muſitian ſang. 
Let rowling Teares in Pleni-tides oreflow, 
For loſſe /Englands ſecond Cicero, 

To make's not being, he, as he bath beene, 

Greenc, #e#er-wither d, ewtr-wither'd Greene. 


I. H. 


FINIS. 


